Lot 34. Harold Bullock Webster
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I SATURDAY was tho last *“hunti 2
! nting day” of
the Pakuranga Hunt Club, though ther)o' are,
I hear, to be three or four drag hunts, which
doubtl.os.a are extremely popular with cortain
h.ard-m‘img gentlemen who ride, or aught to
ride, with a spare neck in their pocket, and
are utterly regardless of their horses’ knees,
7hu9z solely with a view to galloping and
h]umpmg, and consider the pursuit of poor
pus ?oo tame an amusement altogether. But
g i1 _thmk that all true sportsmen will agroo
[ with me that that is not ‘‘hanting,” or
in any way to be compared to the delight of
watching hounds work, and listening to that
sweetest of all music when the pack stream
away with a good scent. It puts new life
into one, and makes one feel a new man, or,
as I once heard a straight-goer say, ** half-a-
dozen men rolled intg one,”
Now, let's ‘“ hark back” to this ““last day”
we're tryiog to chronicle. Mr. McLaughlin's
’gaca, Papatoetoe,, is the fixture, and the
morning looks—well, dounbtful, to say the
least of it. Just one of those muggy
showery morns, that may turn out any-
thing, and make a man doubtful about
putting on his best boots and breeohes, and
asks the advice of his household as to the
advisability of taking a waterproof, which
advice, of course, he doesn’t take, unless it
coincides with his own opinion. It's a
curious fact that nine men out of ten’ will
ask the advice of a friend—generally giving
their own ideas on the subject first—and
should the friend agree with them, they say
“ Very longheaded shrewd fellow 8o and 8o,
ete.;” butshould he happen to differ with them,

it, anyhow,” and go their own way rejoicing.
Jogging on to cover, I notice that water-
proofs are the order of the day in most cases,
[ the owners of them prophesying rain while
those who were without looked hopefully to
windward and thought it would blow over or
affirmed that they didn’t mind a ducking,
[rather liked it in fact, ‘‘does one no harm on
horseback, always moving, don’t cher know.”
By the time we reach Otahuhu the drizzle
changes to. a regular downpour, and the
happy owners of waterproofs turn up their
collars and smile, while the unfortunates
who “don’t mind getting wet” try to
smile too and fo lookias if they liked it ;
though its very difficult to appear happy and
jontented under the circulistances. We
\buse the climate and canter on, as we're

ﬂthey say, ‘Oh, he don't know anything about |'

/| one,

| flying, and a few refusing, but atter sompyf

| feather a bit here, but puss is evidentl
away. So another wall—a ragper this ti,gh

ate, and arrive steaming at the “ga A
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Thore are about twenty people there tryin”
to get shelter wnder the pines, amongithe
many Iadies who, though wet through, look
great deal happier than the men, Ladi
who hunt seem to care less for rai
than the sterner sex, and a faie one will tey,

and seems quite cheerful about it, while i
man scowls and growls, and curses his folf,l
for not having brought a coat. *‘ What , 1§
day I"—*‘I am so wet !"—** Wish I hadn,
come !"” are the remarks one hears on a

a shower, and prophesy a splendid soen M

lop,” and the beauties (I mean the lound. |
you know) shake themselves, and look inj

cager for the fun, and a great deal * fitteo h
than they did on the opening day, ‘‘ Waely
wheat,” ‘as wo splash throngh the mudd
paddock, eager youngsters pressing forwar |
to get a good start, utterly rugm‘dﬁss of tho
mud they favour those they pass with, avhg
even the fair sex got their share (Of
splashing, and many rueful glances ad
cast at mud-bespattered skirts. But no
we are out of it and on to the scoris
Ye gods what a stony country ! Stone g
everg'where of all shapes and sizes, and not 4§
hundred yards of even surface anysvherdy

Ye swells of Leicestershire, with your 300 §
guinea hunters, this would turn your haig
grey, and drive your stud groom distractedl
“Hold up, horse,” as we slither down &§
gully, like the stone steps of St. Paul’s, an¢
up a jagged slab of scoria the other side
Then a wall withthe usual accompaniment o,
stones to take off on and stones to land ony
The rain stops now, and a jump will warig#
Over they go! Some jumping closely, §

others rushing; some sending top stong fa

you smilingly that she's soaked througldl o

hnlf an_hour
4 . A artfu
sides, while a few sanguine oncs say it's onj, i goer, 0 ;

d hilea f g {idt' ielaoer, dc o

{iets

' nwa{(l; that very few of the field get away
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v Y [OAV Al 1 tho ties! LI over hounds deserved
AT T Ly :Rc?rml?nre?lthouo did, and a "nmouthfet:lvot

rand many

AAVAVAT) " icient .
V / (:,!:lm)uc; 4 “":l' ¢ r]:::ft" r:;&h;l:,l:e fur” “l,outl((ll have been a pleasant wind-up for
1" oné O 1 thereoh ir luat dny.
lf;r t.(ho doy lI:» thl::Or 'i:i,lonz that ﬂoi‘;’vc:::\;'; 't'h%:row. 1 ay;p afraid ‘this will %ive a very
ot ROINE 1w hearts, and t';k:}::n“'; soramble | poor description of a :gry good day’s sport,
harden of‘cc o rofusal 8N  ronks'to land | but ;:mloss one has the pen of a Whyt,o
though 810 11 “with & pile 0L FOUT xiously, | Melville or a Field correspondent, it is ¢
vor 8 BIE Y0 holpk'“““;,',‘“g most ‘{;ml‘l:'“ltt thing 1:(_)t ‘:let;cngo \pm the
0 d his knees £ for || most brilliant run with foxhounde;an
« Have I "‘,',',’Sfcatu to this h‘arxmwv‘;ﬂs an || harriers are much more difficult to do justic
The ho % but the br a straight || to, running as they invariably do in a ring,

T have heard people say that the hound
are no good, and that the hunting is no
what it was, and that the hares are to
gearce, and the fences too wired, and in fac

80, . t
and_anytbine .u Then o0no

| dodger, 0 lost
wap ““"P?)::ywme men who had
g 2 nd watched the

ot qui

. ¥ lace & v
We all feel rolieved when the master giv JMstayed quietly 1% one pd their horses’ legs
coenaifrys : ey t knocke b a | try to run the sport down ; but T can onl
the word to move on—*‘ Come away, hound M, and round and round suc “); R tho olob appear o msxso: investl

fabout B_"“°pin¥;ut when houhds are run-
’

tony Ying: ain the feeling of
2 it's hard tl‘;o r??:l‘”mr or tharabouts,”

i h
has an idea that at eac
:\zraight away, tho' it's a

making of as good a pack of harriers as an
country can want, and that their huntir
country is as good on the whole as ax

nil}B»
country in the coleny, and with such

and one always

turn he may BO SU ; » know. | thorough sportemanlike and obliging lot
v‘;in hope, ‘{; 1}“\1 to‘ ::on::;re:t“{:'l:: ourselvés | farmers it ought to be some day 310 pack
Then, 88 W t“.im.m and comfortable, it'LNew Zealand. OUTSIDER,

on having g0
pogins to rain &
mostly on) every
By Jove ! they
n good terms

gain, and drizzles on and off

half bhour.
've found again, and got
with their hare so

Don’r Dk 1y THE Housg.-—‘‘ Rough
Rats” clears out rats, mice, beetles, roaches, bed-bu
flios, ants, insects, molu,jsck-nﬁbiu. gophers, 7
Mosoes, Moss & Co., Bydney, General Agents.

Tuar PArceLS SysTem, —Great reducti

in Sewing Machines. Prices, carriage paid with
extras : Home Shuttle, £2 15s; Wortheim, J
White, £310s; Singer, £5 25 ; Frister and Rooam

uic

with them.
the thickest
looking wall, into o gr

Across a swampy creek, over
t and most uNCOMPromisivg:
ass paddock—such a
then another wall,

roliof to be off the stones— 5

ier than the last. Ah! a check | £4 10s—with cover, £5; Knitting Machines, |
z::: -“ l:;r“ old hound, deep-chestéd and E%w%_“' gehr:da;%e io::;' f.:r.f X m :‘::kh
i distinguish . 8. Cham! e

flanked, that I've nptice d )
::il:;:self on’ many 0cCasions, hits it off

he rvight, through a flooded gate-
?ayt, witls the hnli-gsanen tea-tree fag-
cines, giving one warning of its swampy X
bottom, into some ploughed land. ‘¢ Ware
wheat 17 Bother the wheat! They’re

No canvassers.
machines.

coaxing and *‘ you follow me-ing,” and ““I"j
give you a lead-ing,” all get over ; across thy(l;
railway line into more scoria,

—is negotiated, but still no hare. S0 0y
round the bhill, and over more walls, horse,
Fetting warm now and jumping well, and th
adies *‘topping the stones” ina style tha
would do oredit to a erack pack in the shireyq¥
The sun now struggles out, and then ¢
burst of melody proclaims a find, and awa
we rattle over the stones. Verily, theig
New Zealand horses must have legs au i
feet of iron—though the scars reund ti

fotlock and the occasional big knee of songy

veteran tells a tale, and no doubt there Wil

| ¢“thar.” Over the rails in the corner, two

Hound ¢}
Bl ld ’un again puts them right, and they

running like mad, and we must be

wattle fences, then another check, but the

stream away through some rough fern
country, running as true as any hounds in
| England, Then into the ¢ plough” again,
“l A nasty fence here ; bank, fence, and blind
ditch bayond. Some grief and disaster, A
lady, who had been going well on a slashing
chestnut, comes a nasty cropper, but is soon
nF and on again, Then then they run a ring
of nearly the same ground over again ; but!
| the scent is not so good as it was in thy
morning, and the checks become more fre§
quent, :nd they eventually lose him,
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